
 

Re-Opening Services in the wake of COVID-19 
 

Dear Friends, 
This is a little long, but please read carefully. 
  
As you may already know, plans are being made to re-open First Baptist Church of Lewes for 
services this Sunday, May 31, 2020!  However, there will be some changes and restrictions for 
safety's sake that we are asking you to observe.  
  
First - Your safety and good health is of great importance to all of us, so if you are uneasy about 
attending the service please stay home and watch the service online.  If you have been in contact 
with anyone who has been exposed to the corona-virus in the past two weeks or if you have any of 
the symptoms of COVID-19 please care for your brothers and sisters by staying home!  
   
Our plans - We are planning to reopen with two services - one at 9:00am and a second at 11:00 
am.  As a guideline, we are asking those whose last name begins with A-L to attend the first service, 
and those in M-Z to come to the 11:00 am service.  This is a general guideline as we will be able to 
accommodate about 50 people in each service when social distancing is considered.  The doors will 
be opened for seating to those needing special assistance 20 minutes prior to the service.   General 
admission will take place 15 minutes before the service begins.  
  
Our Preparation - 

•         The auditorium, restrooms and common areas will be cleaned and sanitized prior to 
9am service, and in-between services. 

  

•         We will have infra-red no-touch thermometers at each entrance to scan each person 
for signs of a fever prior to admitting them. 
 

•         Seating will be clearly marked off so you will be at least 6' from others.  Family groups 
and those who traveled to the service together may sit together.  
  

•         In order to minimize contact, there will be no bulletins, and no hymnals or Bibles in the 
pew racks.  Announcements and the words to all hymns will be projected on the front 
screen. 

  

•         We are required to post a sign on each of the doors warning of the potential dangers of 
gathering.  The first sentence reads "if you are 65 or older or have condition that makes 
your health compromised, do not come in."  This is a guideline, not a law.  We ask that you 
take every consideration to protect yourself and others, but in the final analysis, you must 
decide what is best for your own personal health.  We should not judge any one about their 
choice in this matter.  

  
 
 



 

What we must ask of you -     

•         All those 12 of age and older are required (by the CDC) to wear a face mask unless 
medically incapable.  Someone has compared the face masks to auto safety belts; 
remember how we all hated them at first.  But, they do save lives, don't they?  Spare masks 
will be available for all who need one.  Those speaking from the pulpit will be ten feet away 
from the audience and are permitted to remove their masks when doing so. 
  

•         Please follow CDC guidelines regarding personal hygiene. Hand sanitation stations will 
be at each door as you enter and leave.  Everyone should abstain from hugging, hand-
shaking, or kissing non-family members! 

  

•         When you enter, please find a seat as quickly as you can in one of the open pews - do 
not remove or adjust the caution tape to find your favorite seat as it may not be available 
this week!  After the service, leave without lingering or crowding each other. 

  
 

How you can help –  
We need your input in order to best plan.  It would help us to know what service you are planning 
to attend so we can be sure that we will be able to accommodate everyone who wants to attend 
each of the services.  Please respond by email, text, or call Pastor Jon or myself to let us know.  If 
you don’t plan to attend right away, or would be willing to come to a service if certain other 
conditions were met, please respond and let us know that as well.   
  
We need some volunteers to help clean and sanitize the auditorium this coming Saturday (May 
30th) at 10am for about an hour and a half to help sanitize the auditorium, doors, bathrooms, 
pews, etc. .   We are asking deacons, trustees and their wives to help with this in addition to 
anyone else who may be able.   
  
We also need some volunteers to help between the 9am and 11am services to assist in re-sanitizing 
the auditorium.  Let me know if you can be available for this. 
  
Live Streaming- 
We will continue to stream the service over the internet.  The 9am service will be streamed live on 
our church website, Facebook and on YouTube.   The service will then be available to watch on-
demand at your convenience.   The only difference in accessing the online service will be that those 
who watch on YouTube will no longer receive a link ahead of time.     Instead, open YouTube and 
search for First Baptist Church of Lewes, or simply click here -> https://bit.ly/2TKgkYl to go to our 
channel page and then click “subscribe” to make finding it easier in the future.  
  
Thank you in advance for your flexibility and demonstrating a Christ-like spirit in order to reopen 
our church.  God has allowed our patience to be tested these almost 3 months.  I trust that this will 
just be a memory in a short period of time. 
  
May God be Glorified, 
Pastor Munro 

https://bit.ly/2TKgkYl

